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!Mountlands ' 
The  Mount, 
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ALTRINCHAM. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1968. 

Dr.  E.H.  Gordon  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
until  he  left  in  February,  and  Dr.  J.A.  Leitch  assumed 
responsibility  from  then  until  my  appointment  on  the 
3rd  September. 

Because  I  was  in  office  for  only  the  closing 
months  of  the  year  I  feel  I  must  submit  the  Report  formally 
without  comment.  The  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  covers  most  of  the  information  relative  to  the 
environmental  factors. 


I 


am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DAVI D SO  N-LAMB, 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health 
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2 


GENERAL-  STATISTICS 


Area  .  4*242  acres 

Height  above  sea  level  -  40  ft  (Statham);  195  ft 

(Jolly  Thresher,  Higher  Lane) ;  80  ft  (Lymm.  Village) 
Population  (Registrar  General  estimate  Mid.  1968  9*500 


Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  . . 

Average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District  ... 

Product  of  the  penny  rate  . . 

General  Rate  ...  . .  . . 


•  •  • 


9  t  • 


•n/na. 


3,209 
2*96 
£295,386 
£-1 , 250 
in  the  £ 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

-  Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 

100  103  203 

1  4  3 


Total 


101  107  208 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (crude) 

( corrected) 


BIRTH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


22.7 

21  *79 

1  6*9 


Birth  Rates 

LYMM 

ENGLAND 
&  WALES 


1906 

1914 

1926 

1  936 

1946 

1 956 

1966 

1968 

24.5 

21 .4 

13.2 

13.7 

17.6 

17.4 

19.4 

21  .79 

2  8.6 

24=5 

23.1 

16,3 

19.4 

16.0 

17.7 

16.9 

At  the  beginning  of  the  century  Lymm  had  a  high  birth  rate  which 
dropped  to  quite  a  low  'level  in  the  twenties  and  thirties  and  then 
rose  steadily.  The  rise  and  fall  of  the  birth  rate  shows  a 
similar  trend  to'  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  but  with  the 
influx  of  younger  couples  to  the  area  in  the  last  few  years,  the 
birth  rate  has  been  slightly  above  the  national  rate. 
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Stillbirths 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1  1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  5 

Stillbirth  rate  for  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  ^4 


Deaths  of  Infants 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  week 
”  4  weeks 

”  1  year 

3 

2 

2 

6 

2 

2 

9 

» 

All  infants  who  < 

died 

and  all  stillbirths  were  legitimate 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

(per  1,000  live  births)  ( crude ^ 

( corrected) 

24 

26*64 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

for  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

18 

Infant  Mortality 

Rates 

1906 

1914  1926 

1 936 

1946 

1956 

1 966 

1968 

LYMM 

132 

46  82 

36 

44.4 

8.5 

19.9 

26.64 

ENGLAND 
&  WALES 

•146 

100  70 

59 

43 

26.9 

19.0 

18 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  causes 

52 

52 

104 

11.4 

13.22 

Death  Rate  per  1 

,000 

estimated  population  (crude^ 

( corrected) 

Death  Rate, for  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

HI  .9 

Death  Rates 

1906 

1914  1926 

1936 

1946 

1956 

1  966 

1968 

LYMM 

15.4 

12.0  10.5 

10.7 

11.7 

11 .7 

11.93 

13.22 

ENGLAND 
&  WALES 

- 

21.8  11.6 

1  2.1 

11.5 

11 .7 

11.7 

11  .9 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: 


41 

4 

10 

3 

2 

1 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Hepatitis 
Dy sentry 

Puerperel  Pyrexia 
0-astro  Enteritis 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 


General  Hospital  accommod  ation  is  provided  in  Altrincham  and 
Warrington  General  Hospitals  while  a  few  cases  of  a  special 
nature  are  admitted  to  hospitals  in  Manchester. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  usually  accommodated  in  the  Warrington 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 


These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Withington 
Hospital,  Manchester,  and  specimens  are  collected  daily  from 
Altrincham  or  sent  by  post  in  suitable  containers. 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

LYMM. 


Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1968* 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
including  all  Statistics  from  the  1st  January,  19&8  to  31st 
December,  1968* 

The  year  has  been  important  in  that  there  has  been 
perhaps  the  greatest  amount  of  building  taking  place  than 
has  ever  taken  place  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  Urban 
District.  This  has  resulted  in  an  estimated  increase  of 
population  from  the  end  of  19^7  of  8,700  to  9>500  at  the  end 
of  1968  and  the  rate  of  building  is  still  continuing. 

Housing  is  perhaps  the  most  important  activity  in  any 
administrative  area  and  the  Health  and  Slum  Clearance  Committee 
together  with  the  Housing  Estates  Committee  have  done  a  lot  to 
improve  the  housing  conditions  of  the  area,  particularly  by 
reason  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  the  granting  of 
financial  assistance  for  improvements  and  the  building  of 
new  Council  Houses# 

The  work  of  the  Department  is  very  varied  but  nothing 
of  an  unusual  nature  occurred  worthy  of  special  report,  so 
that  the  bulk  of  the  report  is  purely  the  statistical  assessment 
of  the  every  day  work  of  the  department. 

May  I  thank  the  Committee  and  the  Chairman  in  particular 
for  their  assistance  during  the  year  and  Mrs. I.  Sidley,  Clerk/ 
Typist  for  her  loyal  services  as  well  as  Mr.  J.  Goulden,  the 
Rodent  Operative  who  has  assiduously  carried  out  his  work 
during  the  year. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.T.  SUCKSMITH, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


7 


WATER  SUPPLY 


We  are  fortunate  in  this  area  to  have  a  more  than  adequate 
water  supply  and  all  houses  in  the  area  "benefit  from  this. 
Water  pressure  is  good  and  several  minor  difficulties  in  the 
past  have  "been  overcome. 

The  v/ater  supply  to  the  district  comes  from  deep  boreholes 
within  the  urban  district  and  47  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year.  Many  other  samples  of  water  from  these  boreholes  are 
taken  outside  the  district. 

The  water  supply  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Borough 
of  Warrington  Y/ho  regularly  send  results  of  water  sampling 
to  Lymm  Urban  District  Council.  /HI  water  samples  v/ere 
satisfactory  bacteriologically,  but  water  from  deep  boreholes 
is  usually  very  hard  and  the  water  supplied  to  Lymm  is  no 
exception.  Despite  a  water  softening  process  the  Y/ater  can 
still  be  classified  as  hard  which  is  important  from  a  domestic 
point  of  view. 


The  results  of  samples  taken  are  as  under 

Total  number  of  bacteriological  samples  .  ...  47 

Samples  free  from  Coliform  bacteria .  47 

Samples  free  from  faecal  coli  ...  . . .  ...  47 


The  following  is  the  latest  chemical  analysis  of  Y/ater  taken 
from  the  supply  after  softening: - 


Appearance 

Odour 

Reaction,  pH 
Taste  ... 


•  •  ©  •  t  • 

co©  •  •  • 

•  •  ©  •  o  • 


...  Clear  and  colourless 
. . •  Very  slightly  chlorine 

7.65 

...  not  unusual 
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parts  per  million  - 


•  • 


Total  solids  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nitrogen  as  free  &  saline  ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates' 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in 
4  hours  at  27°C  . . • 

Total  hardness  ...  ... 

Temporary  hardness  . 0 

Permanent  hardness  . 0 

Alkalinity  ...  ...  • « • 

Free  Chlorine .  „  *  > 

Potassium,  as  K  ... 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents 
Manganese ,  as  Mn  ...  ... 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates 

Poisonous  metals  . 

Phenal  . . „ 


467 

0.0 

0.0 

nil 

3.2 

92 

0.2 
1 6l 
1  6l 
0 

180 

0.17 

3.5 


POOD  INSPECTIONS 


Upon  examination  the  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
by  the  shopkeepers.  ...... 


Tomatoes  ... 

20 

tins 

Fruit  ... 

f)  o 

•  •  O 

•  •  O 

©  •  c  o  o  • 

76 

it 

Pish  • . . 

©  > 

•  •  © 

•  O  0 

o  e  o  •  •  • 

9 

tt 

Soup  ... 

o  .> 

«  O  • 

o  ©  o 

•09  O  ©  C 

4 

tt 

Tinned  Meats 

•  0  • 

©  ©  a 

v»  ©  •  •  • 

6 

tt 

Vegetables 

;  ^ 

•  •  • 

9  0  0 

n  ©  •  o  • 

96 

tt 

Milk  and  Cream 

•  0  • 

•  0  o 

i  9  O  •  • 

13 

tt 

Bacon  •  <%  <? 

c  n 

•  •  • 

•  0  © 

f>  ">  7  •  ©  • 

20 

lbs. 

Chickens  ... 

C  3 

•  ©  © 

•  ©  © 

*  O  0  •  •  • 

6 

tt 

Potted  Beef 

'  O 

«  •  • 

o  ©  © 

"■>  ©  •  •  • 

1 

jar 

Cooked  Meats 

*  © 

•  ©  © 

o  ©  e 

•  •  © 

5 

lbs. 

Raw  Meat  ... 

Q  • 

•  ©  • 

•  •  • 

?  .  o  ©  •  • 

190 

it 
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The  Cheshire  County  Council  are  the  food  authority  for  this 
area  and  I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  W,K,  Nattrass,  Chief  Inspector 
of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  for  the  following  details 
of  samples  taken  during  the  year. 


Number  Number  not  up  to 

Nature  of  sample  obtained  recognised  standard 


Cake  Decorations  (Argentees) 

1 

Caraway  Seeds 

1 

Carmine 

1 

Cream,  fresh 

1 

Foam  Crystals 

1 

Gelatine  -  instant  powdered 

1 

Infant  Food 

1 

Milks  -  fresh 

26 

Milk  -  Top  of  the 

1 

Minadex  Tonic  Syrup 

1 

Potato  -  instant  mash 

1 

Rennet  Essence 

1 

Sauce  Mix  -  White 

1 

Sweets  -  Coated  pencils 

1 

Venegar  -  Barley,  Malt 

1 

Vitamins  -  multi  &  mineral  table tsl 

Whisky 

1 

Zinc  &  Castor  Oil  Cream 

1 

Total 

43 

nil 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  operating  within  the  area.  All 
the  butchers  getting  their  meat  from  outside  slaughterhouses, 

MILK  SUPPLY 


There  are  no  dairies  in  the  area  licensed  by  the  County  Council 
as  pasteurisers. 
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There  are  within  the  area  15  distributors  retailing  Sterilised 
Milk;  7  retailing  Pasteurised  Milk;  10  retailing  Ultra  Heat 
Treated  Milk  and  1  retailing  Untreated  Milk. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OP  MILK 


100  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council,  the  details  of  results  of  the  tests  carried 
out  were  as  follows: - 


Methylene  Phosphate se 

Blue  To s t  Test 

Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis-  Total 
factory  factory  factory  factory 


T.  T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

1 

mm 

— 

1 

T.T.  Milk 

12 

1 

— 

— 

13 

Pasteurised  Milk 

60 

2 

18 

— 

80 

Sterilised  Milk 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

72 

4 

18 

mm 

94 

* 

Tuberculosis 

Ne.ga-  .  Posi¬ 
tive  tive 

Turbidity 

Pass 

Test 

Pail 

Total 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

— . 

— 

T.T.  Milk 

4 

— 

- 

4 

Pasteurised  Milk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sterilised  Milk 

«.  r» 

2 

2 

Totals 

4 

ei» 

2 

- 

6 

MILK  SUPPLIES  -  BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 


There  is  only  one  dairy  herd  in  the  district  from  which  raw 
milk  is  sold  to  the  public  and  during  the  year  the  County 
Council  took  samples  relative  to  the  above  as  shown  in  the 


table  below:- 

Total 

Numbe  r 
Brucella 

Submitted 

Positive 

Bulk  Samples 

3 

— 

Dealers  Samples 
(Herd  Samples) 

1  2 

- 

Individual  Cow  Samples 

— 

— 

Total 


15 


FOOL  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  various  food  premises  in 
the  district:- 


Grocers  &  General  Provision  Dealers 
Butchers  •  • .  . . .  .  ... 

Greengrocers  and/or  Fishmongers  ... 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

Bakehouses  . . . 

Cafes  and  Restaurants .  . .  . 

Licensed  Premises  . 

Confectioners  .  . ..  ... 


27 


1 


12 
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ICE-CREAM 


There  are  30  premises  in  the  area  now  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream*  In  all  cases  the  ice-cream  is  pre¬ 
packed  and  sold  under  satisfactory  conditions* 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department* 

The  collection  results  in  bins  being  emptied  approximately 
every  seventh  working  day,  which  is  just  about  adequate  under 
present  day  conditions* 

Staff  difficulties  have  been  experienced  and  I  think  credit 
is  due  to  the  existing  team  that  the  service  has  been 
maintained  at  the  present  level. 


REFUSE  DISPOSE 


The  refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by  tipping  on  the  land 
previously  used  for  sewage  treatment  in  Statham.  The  tipping 
is  not  carried  out  strictly  in  accordance  with  controlled 
tipping  methods,  but  a  constant  watch  is  kept  for  any  vermin 
or  insect  infestation  and  prompt  treatment  given*  Owing  to 
the  tip  being  well  removed  from  all  dwellings  there  are  a 
minimum  of  objections. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


In  an  area  so  rural  in  character  as  Lymm,  it  is  very  commendable 
to  note  that  there  are  no w  only  9  houses  where  pail  closets  are 
still  in  use. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  work  of  keeping  the  public  conveniences  clean  is  undertaken 
by  the  Surveyor’s  Department  and  this  task  is  made  more  difficult 
owingto  an  irresponsible  section  of  the  community  who  leave  the 
conveniences  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition. 

-  13  - 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  Sewage  Works  Manager,  Mr.  B.  Parsonage  working  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  working  of 
the  modern  sewage  works. 


CLEAN  /JR 


There  has  been  no  action  to  declare  Smoke  Control  Areas,  but 
all  post  war  Council  Houses  were  fitted  with  approved 
appliances  so  that  at  any  time  the  occupants  can  burn  smoke¬ 
less  fuel.  The  private  developers  during  the  year,  whilst 
fitting  open  fires,  have  in  the  majority  of  instances  provided 
central  heating  which  is  all  moving  towards  the  lesser  emission 
of  smoke. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 


The  Slum  Clearance  programme  has  continued  satisfactorily. 

All  the  areas  now  having  been  dealt  with  leaving  only  a  small 
number  of  individually  unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with.  A 
number  of  cottages  have  been  saved  by  becoming  owner/occupied 
rather  than  rented  and  sufficient  money  being  spent  on  repairs 
and  modernisation,  many  with  the  assistance  of  grants. 


IMPROVEMENTS  TO  DWELLINGS  -  HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959 


During  the  year  one  application  was  received  for  discretionary 
grant.  There  were  fifteen  applications  for  standard  grants 
all  of  whi ch  were  completed  and  grants  paid. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


No  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
during  the  year. 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS 


Two  Preliminary  Notices  and  Three  Statutory  Notices  v/ere 
served  following  complaints  received  from  householders  and 
this  resulted  in  improvements  as  follows 


Burst  pipes  1 
Defective  woodwork  5 
defective  W, C.  2 
Brickwork  1 
Fireplace  1 
Roof  2 


RODENT  CONTROL 


For  this  service  I  have  the  assistance  of  a  part-time  rodent 
operative,  Mr,  J,  Goulden  who  has  carried  out  his  duties  with 
zeal  and  diligence.  During  the  year  treatment  has  been 
carried  out  at  the  undermentioned  properties*- 


Rats  •••  . .  Private  dwellings  62 

Business  premises  1  6 

Mice  . .  Private  dwellings  3 

Business  premises  3 
Sewage  Works  •••  ••«  •  <>  o  ,  •  •  2 

Refuse  Tip  .  2 


ERADICATION  OF  INSECT  PESTS 


The  mixture  of  domestic  premises  and  numerous  agricultural 
pursuits  in  the  area,  which  is,  although  designated  Urban, 
very  Rural  in  character,  results  in  complaints  about  flies. 
This  causes  concern  which  can  only  be  met  by  persuading  the 
occupiers  to  spray  as  and  when  necessary  and  to  assist  the 
householders  as  much  as  possible  with  their  o wn  problem  of 
eradicating  the  fly  population. 
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Consider able  nuisance  was  occasioned  during  the  year  by 
reason  of  wasps  nests  and  whenever  complaints  we re  received, 
the  rodent  operative  treated  the  nests  with  insecticide  with 
100%  success* 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  premises  registered  under  this 
Act  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Total  No.  of 

No.  of  premises  registered 
registered  premises  at 


Class  of  premises 

during  the  year 

end  of  year 

Offices 

15 

Retail  Shops 

2 

47 

Wholesale  Shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open 

— 

2 

to  the  public,  canteens 

- 

17 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

** 

The  number  of  people  .employed 

.in  the 

registered 

premises  are 

as  follows:- 

No. 

of  persons 

employed 

Class  of  workplace 

male 

and 

female 

Offices 

76 

Retail  Shops 

150 

Wholesale  Shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishment  open 

11 

to  the  public,  canteens 

130 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Total 

367 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


During  the  year  9  inspections  of  factories  and  workplaces 
were  made,  as  follows:- 


Occup- 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec 

-tions 

Written 

Notices 

iers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

6 

1 

- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

■  31 

8 

- 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  v/hich 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Out- Workers 1  premises) 

2 

— 

- 

- 

Totals 

39 

9 

- 

- 

There 

were  no  defects  discovered  at 

the  time 

of  the 

visits. 

GARAVANS 


There  are  no  sites  for  multiple  occupation  licensed  within  the 
Urban  Area.  There  are  however,  three  cases  where  permission 
has  been  given  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  for  the 
siting  of  individual  caravans  for  living  purposes. 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACT,  1928  and  1936 

There  are  16  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  under  the  above  legislation  by  the  Council  following 
my  recommendations. 

In  this  respect  I  would  like  to  mention  the  ready  co-operation 
of  the  Cheshire  County  Fire  Brigade  who  on  my  request  carry  out 
inspections  of  all  premises.  A  service  which  I  find  invaluable. 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  BUILDING  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


Water  Supply  ...  1 

Drainage  46 

Vans  and  Sheds  . .  . .  •  • .  ...  3 

Bakehouses  . ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Factories  . •  . .  •  •  •  9 

Workplaces/Offices  etc*  ...  ...  5 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  1 

Licensed  premises  . . •••  3 

Schools  •••  ...  14 

Refuse  Disposal  . 3 

Rats  and  Mice .  ...  ...  ...  .  9 6 

Shops  ...  . • •  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • .  1 8 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ••  151 

Visits  for  Purposes  of  Building  Inspection  ...  306 

Visits  to  Council  Properties  . .  1310 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  36 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  53 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  •  ••  75 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits . 4l 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  . .  11 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  8 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  <>««  ...  ...  ...  . .  •  1 

Grocers  ...  7 

Restaurants  . 6 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  2 

Ice-Cream  Premises  . . 1 

Visits  for  Meat  Inspection  .  1 
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